Proposed Bill: Alaska Children’s Health Protection Act
An Act that protects children, school staff, and licensed child care facility staff from
unnecessary exposure to toxic pesticides through use of least toxic pest management;
regulates the purchase and storage of pesticides by schools and licensed child care
facilities; requires pesticide use recordkeeping and public availability of records; and
requires public notification when pesticides are used.
Be it Enacted By the People of the State of Alaska:
Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
to read:
FINDINGS AND INTENT. (a) The People of the State of Alaska find that
(1) in 1992, the National Parent Teacher Association passed a resolution
calling for the reduced use of pesticides in schools and calling on policymakers to
consider all possible alternatives before using pesticides;
(2) The National Education Association and numerous other public
interest organizations have announced support for reducing pesticide use in schools;
(3) more than 6,000 pesticides are registered for use in the State with little
or no screening for environmental or health effects;
(4) approximately 9,000,000 children in the United States under the age of
18 have asthma, the most common chronic illness in children and the most common
cause of school absences; this disease can be triggered by pesticide exposure;
(5) the United States National Academy of Sciences estimates that 25% of
learning and behavioral disabilities in children are due to exposure to neurotoxic
pesticides;
(6) pesticide exposure:
(A) has been linked with cancer, birth defects, asthma, endocrine
disruption, genetic mutations, acute poisoning, decreased sperm counts, impaired
neurological development in fetuses and infants, lymphoma and leukemia, as well as
other human health effects;
(B) is particularly dangerous to school age children, as their bodies
and brains are still developing and thus are more susceptible to the hazardous impacts
from pesticides than adults.
(b) It is the intent of this Act to
(1) prevent unnecessary exposure of children and staff to chemical
pesticides;
(2) provide the healthiest learning environment, playgrounds, and
playfields as possible;
(3) promote the use of non-chemical pest prevention and control
measures first, with pesticides used only as a last resort; and
(4) provide notification to the parents of children in the rare cases
that pesticides are used at schools and child care facilities.
Sec. 2. Title 4 of the Alaska Statutes is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
Chapter 19. Pesticide Management in Schools
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