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(3)  designation of an initiative committee consisting of three of
the sponsors who subscribed to the application and represent all
sponsors and subscribers in matters relating to the initiative; the
designation must include the name, mailing address, and signature
of each committee member,

The application on its face meets the first and third requirements, as well
as the latter portion of the second requirement regarding the statement on the signature
page. With respect to the first clause of the second requirement, we understand that
the Division of Elections has determined that the application contains the signatures
and addresses of not fewer than 100 qualified voters.

C.  Number of qualified sponsors.

As noted above, AS 15.45.030(2) requires an initiative application to contain
the signatures and addresses of not fewer than 100 qualified voters. We understand
that the Division of Elections has determined that this application meets that requirement.

III. Proposed ballot and petition summary.

We have prepared a ballot-ready petition title and summary to assist
you in complying with AS 15.45.090(2) and AS 15.45.180, as is our practice.
Under AS 15.45.180, the title of an initiative is limited to twenty-five words and
the body of the summary is limited to the number of sections in the proposed law
multiplied by fifty. “Section” in AS 15.45.180 is defined as “a provision of the proposed
law that is distinct from other provisions in purpose or subject matter.” Alaska Statute
15.45.180 requires that the ballot proposition “give a true and impartial summary of the
proposed law.”

This bill has eleven sections. Therefore, the maximum number of words
in the summary may not exceed 550. There are sixteen words in the title and 168 words
in the following summary, which we submit for your consideration:

An Act Allowing Qualified Individuals to Register
to Vote When Applying for a Permanent Fund Dividend.

This act would instruct the Division of Elections to register a qualified
Alaskan to vote when applying for the permanent fund dividend (PFD).
If a person registers to vote for the first time through a PFD application,
the Division of Elections would compare the person’s information to state
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records to ensure that the person is an eligible voter. The Division of
Elections would let the citizen know if he or she has been added to the state
registration list, or if the person’s current voting address does not match
the one provided on the PFD form. In that case, the person could change
their voter registration address, The notice also would allow an applicant
to request removal from the registration list. Thus, using the data from

the PFD form, the Division of Elections would register a qualified Alaskan
to vote unless he or she opts out. The notice would also allow a person

to register with a political party. Voter information is already confidential
under existing state law.

Should this initiative become law?
This summary has a Flesch Test score of 51.95. While this is slightly below
the target readability score of 60, the Alaska Supreme Court has upheld ballot summaries

scoring as low as 33.8, and we therefore believe the summary satisfies the target
readability standards of AS 15.80.005.™°

IV. Conclusion.

The proposed bill and application are in the proper form and the application
complies with the constitutional and statutory provisions governing the use of the
initiative. We therefore recommend that you certify the initiative application and notify
the initiative committee of your decision. You may then begin to prepare petitions in
accordance with AS 15.45.090.

Please contact us if we can be of further assistance in this matter.
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R Under AS 15.80.005(b), “The policy of the state is to prepare a neutral summary

that is scored at approximately 60.” This office has previously recommended a proposed
ballot summary with a Flesch test score as low as 33.8 for a complicated ballot initiative.
That summary was upheld verbatim by the Alaska Supreme Court. See 2007 Op. Att’y
Gen. (Oct. 17; 663-07-0179); Pebble, 215 P.3d at 1082-84.



