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Legislative Affairs Agency-m, Alaska-mi 

Alerquuciurtet, Yuvrillermegnek Nallunairutiit 

 

Ballot Measure No. 4 – 12BBAY 

An Act Providing for Protection of Bristol Bay 

Wild Salmon and Waters Within or Flowing Into 

the Existing 1972 Bristol Bay Fisheries Reserve 

 

Apyun Alerquutngurcuumalriamun No. 4 – 

12BBAY 

Alerquutngurcummalria Qaunqellerkaat 

IIlgayam Nekai Mer’i-llu Neqsurvigmi Bristol 

Bay Fisheries Reserve-ami 1972-aami 

Piurtellermi 

The Act requires legislative approval of certain mines.  

The Act applies only to mines larger than 640 acres in 

the watershed of the Bristol Bay Fisheries Reserve.  

The Act applies only to mines that extract metal from 

sulfur bearing rock.  The legislature must find that a 

mine is not a danger to the Bristol Bay fishery to 

approve it.  The Act has findings that explain the 

intent of the Act.  The Act allows the Department of 

Natural Resources to adopt regulations.  The Act 

applies only to mines that do not have all required 

permits, licenses, or approvals before the Act's 

effective date.  

 

Alerquutngurcuumalriim pillerkiurai alerquuciurtet 

ciuniuryuumallerkaat mine-anek. Alerquun 

piuciqluni kiingan mine-anun angenranun 640 acres 

Iilgayarmiut neqsurviata nuniini Bristol Bay 

Fisheries Reserve-ami. Alerquutekaq piuciqluni 

kiingan mine-anun nucugilrianun cavignek sulfur-

alegnek ciimanek. Alerquuciurtet 

ciuniurivailegmeng nataqiigarkauluteng mine-am 

aarnarqutngungaitarkaucianek Iilgayarmiut 

neqsurviatnun. Alerquutem nallunairai ca pitekluku 

alerquutngurtellrucia. Department of Natural 

Resources office-aq picirkiutekaanek 

taqutevkarciqluku.  Alerquun piuciqluni kiingan 

mine-anun kalikarcillrat taquteksailkiitnun 

alerquutem ernerkiuraa tekipailgan.   

 

 

 

 



Ballot Measure #4 Statement in Support 

 

Ballot Measure 4 is necessary to protect Bristol Bay 

salmon from the harmful effects of large-scale mining—

VOTE YES 

 
This measure will require large-scale mines to meet the 

standard that has applied to oil and gas exploration for 40 

years—avoiding irreparable harm to vital Bristol Bay 

fisheries. 
Bristol Bay’s importance— 

 
Bristol Bay, with its many rivers, lakes, and streams, 

produces wild salmon on a scale and of a quality 

unmatched by any other place on Earth.  Bristol Bay’s 

annual production of 31 million sockeye salmon amounts 

to one-third of the world’s supply.  It is the world’s 

largest and most valuable wild salmon fishery.  Unlike 

other salmon-producing regions, this fishery is 100% 

wild and has never been supported by hatchery-grown 

fish.  It is truly a one-of-a-kind region. 
 
Bristol Bay salmon are critical to Alaska’s economy.  The 

sport and commercial fisheries support 10,000 jobs—

with an annual economic impact in Alaska between $318 

and $578 million—nationwide, that impact is $1.5 billion. 
 
Thousands of local residents depend on the annual 

salmon run to support their way of life, as it has for 

generations. 
 
Bristol Bay’s fishery can continue to provide economic 

and cultural benefits far into the future if Ballot Measure 

4 is passed. 
 
The Fisheries Reserve— 
 
In 1972, the Alaska Legislature created the Bristol Bay 

Fisheries Reserve.  The watershed of the Reserve 

includes critical rivers and streams and portions of two 

national parks and one state park.  Ballot Measure 4 

would affect only about 5% of Alaska’s total area. 
 
To protect the Reserve, the legislature inserted one 

additional step for oil and gas developers seeking drilling 

permits in the region—the developers had to demonstrate 

that their activities would not endanger the Reserve’s 

salmon, and the economy dependent upon them. 
 
If the developers met their burden, the elected 

representatives of Alaskans (and not unelected 

bureaucrats) would authorize the activity.  To this day, 

the Reserve is the only one in Alaska. 

Ballot Measure #4 Statement in Support Yup’ik 

(Yukon Dialect) 

 
Ballot Measure 4-aq pinricunailnguuguq Bristol Bay-mi 

neqet aarnarqellrianun pivkanritlerkaatnun angelriamek 

mine-amek kingunelegnun. 

CUCIKLIQICI  YES-AMEK 

 

Uum Measure 4-am pisqumaciqai angelrianun mine-anun 

maligtesqelluki picirkiurat kaassamek yualrianun atalriit 

allrakuni yuinaagni malrugni-  

kituggviilnguut aknirutnguarkat Bristol Bay-m 

neqliurviinun pinritlerkait. 

 

Bristol Bay-mi, amllellrit tamaani kuiget, nanvat, 

kuiggaaraat, neqengqerrlartut amllenrulrianek 

natlugnerilngurnek pitacirciigalkaitnek-llu allat 

neqliurviit Nunarpamta qaingani. Allamiaqan 

neqengqerrlartuq 31 miilicaanek sockeye-anek 

pingasuirkanritnek neqet Nunarpamta qaingani. 

Angenqurrauluni piksugnanqurrauluni-llu cellarpamteni 

allani neqengqetulini.  Allacetun neqengqerrlalriatun 

ayuqevkenani, una neqsurvik 100% tamarmirteqapiggluni 

nutem neqsurviuguq ikayuumaksaunani-llu neqnek 

qunguturiluki anglicarilrianek. Ilumun allamek waten 

ayuqellriamek pitaituq. 

 
Bristol Bay-m neqai arcaqalriaruut Alaska-m akinek 

atutlallranun. Neqliulriit tun'iluteng wall'u manarluteng 

tiissitssaat qulen (10,000) caliat ikayuumait-- Alaska-q 

allamiaqan unangaqluni  akunliigni $318-am $578-am-llu 

million-anek nunarpamteni-llu $1.5 billion-anek. 

 

Tiissitsaartaarluteng yuut allamiaqan neqet 

akinguteklarait yuungnaqlermeggnun ikayuutekluki 

tuaten-llu ayuqellruluni imumirpak. 

 

Cimirpek'nakni Bristol Bay-mi neqliullrat 

akinguteklarciqait yuut-llu nutem piciryaraitnun 

ikayuuciquq-llu ukani imumirpak tekitarkami Ballot 

Measure 4-aq piciureskan. 

 
1972-ami Alaska-m Alerquuciurtain taqellruat Bristol 

Bay Fisheries Reserve-aq.  

 

Reserve-am mer'i ilangqertut kuignek kuiggaarnek-llu, 

national park-m-llu ilii ilakluku, atauciq-llu state park-aq 

cali ilakluku. Ballot Measure-am 4-am kiingan 

agtuumaciqaa 5%-aa tamiin Alaska-m. 

 
 

Caqtaarngairulluku Reserve-aq, alerquuciurtet ataucimek 

ilallruit maligtarkait kaassiulriit uquliulriit-llu 

kalikartamek pingnaqellriit yuarnaluteng uqumek 

kaassamek-llu tamatum nuniini.  Kaassiulriit uquliulriit-



 
Ballot Measure 4 simply takes that same standard—a 

standard that has applied to oil and gas activities for 40 

years—and applies it to large-scale metallic sulfide 

mining. 
 
Protecting Bristol Bay for future generations— 
 
Large-scale metallic sulfide mining in Bristol Bay is 

currently being pursued in the form of Pebble Mine.  

Mining of this type produces chemicals that could harm 

the surrounding waters in a manner uniquely toxic to 

salmon.  Such mining would also require massive 

amounts of such toxic substances to be stored in or near 

the Reserve forever.  No mine of Pebble’s size has ever 

been developed without polluting the surrounding 

groundwater. 
 
Given that mining of this type is being proposed in the 

heart of the world’s greatest salmon-producing 

watersheds, it is vital that Alaskans vote yes on Ballot 

Measure 4 to protect the Fishery. 
 
If a project will not endanger Bristol Bay, then Ballot 

Measure 4 will not stop it.  However, the measure 

provides a necessary safeguard against any project that 

would destroy a priceless resource. 
 
VOTE YES on Ballot Measure 4—VOTE YES for 

salmon. 
 

 
Christina Salmon – subsistence user/Bristol Bay resident 
Mark Niver – oilfield worker/commercial fisherman 
John H. Holman – small business owner/lodge operator 
 

llu nasvagarkauluku caliameggnun aarniurcesngaitellri 

Reserve-am neqain, akingutek'lallrit-llu.  

 
Kaassiurcet uquliurcet-llu piunarqellinikata, Alaska-m 

taugaam yuin cucukellrita (cucukelqenrilkaita 

anguyagtemi calilriit pivkenaku) ikirutarkauluku 

caliarkaat. Una erneq tekilluku, Reserve-aq kiimi piyuguq 

Alaska-mi. 

 

Ballot Measure 4-am tamana cimirpek'naku picirkiun 

aturaa-picirkiun tugrusngalleq uquliulrianun 

kaassiulrianun-llu allrakuni yuinaaq malruk aturlukek- 

tusngauq-llu angelrianun metallic sulfife mine-anun.  

 

Murilkellra Bristol Bay-m kingumteni yuugarkat 

pitekluki- 

Angelria metallic sulfide mine-aq Bristol Bay-mi 

wanirpak iyuutekaat Pebble Mine-akun.  Waten 

ayuqellria mine-aq taqutelartuq aarnarqellrianek avatmini 

mernun tuqunarqellrianek neqnun.  

Avatiikun-llu, tuaten ayuqellriit mine-at atulartut 

amlleqapiaralrianek tuqunarqellrianek taqkunegteki 

unitarkauluki tamaavet wall'u Reserve-am  

mallgeskiinun, tamakut-llu tamaanciiqluteng akwarpak. 

Mine-amek Pebble-aatun angtalriamek 

pililriartanqeksaituq avatmini uitalriit nunam qaingani 

mernek minuurcinrilngurmek tuqunarqellriatgun. 

 

Waten ayuqellria mine-aq piyuutnguan qukaani 

ellarpamtai angenqurraam neqengqetulim mer'ini, 

pinricunaitut Alaska-m yuin cucuklillerkaat yes- 

aamek Ballot Measure 4-aami camun pivkanritlerkaanun 

neqliurvik. 

 

Caliarkaat aarnarqenrilkan Bristol Bay-mun, tua-i Ballot 

Measure 4-am arulairrngaitaa. Taugaam,    

alerquutngurcugngalriim arnailkuciumaa 

pinricunailngurmek akituqapiaralria neqet piviat 

caliamun piunrircugngakiinun pivkarngaunaku. 

 

CUCUKLIRCI YES-AMEK Ballot Measure 4-aami--

CUCUKLIRCI YES-AMEK neqet pitekluku. 

 

Christina Salmon – subsistence user/Bristol Bay resident 

Mark Niver – oilfield worker/commercial fisherman 

John H. Holman – small business owner/lodge operator 
 

 

 



Ballot Measure #4  Statement in Opposition 

 

 

The Bristol Bay Forever initiative would politicize 

Alaska’s highly professional and successful 

permitting process; your “NO” vote in opposition to 

the initiative is important to allow the established 

process to move forward responsibility. The initiative 

is crafted to stop the Pebble mine in Southwest 

Alaska; it will not, but will delay the permitting 

process for that project and others that could be 

discovered in that area. It will undoubtedly be used 

by those intending to stop responsible development in 

Alaska at many other projects as the process creeps to 

other areas. Alaskan’s have strong opinions about the 

Pebble project, but the ballot box is not the place to 

make those development decisions. A “no” vote 

would retain responsible development decisions to 

the specialists who are highly qualified to carry the 

process forward while a “yes” vote would create very 

bad public policy. Our government works on a 

separation of powers principle; adoption of this 

initiative would compromise this doctrine. 

 

My experience, having worked with the Office of 

Project Management and Permitting (OPMP) within 

the Department of Natural Resources, indicates that 

this group and contributing agencies are a very 

credible and professional. They take their roles and 

the statutes that they uphold and administer very 

seriously. The OPMP coordinates the permitting 

process within the state for large mine projects. The 

process developed by this agency and its conduct are 

among the world leaders in responsible development 

permitting. Other agencies involved in the process 

include Departments of Natural Resources, 

Environmental Conservation, Fish & Game, Labor 

and Workforce Development, Transportation, 

Commerce, and others; various federal agencies, 

including EPA, and the Corps of Engineers further 

contribute to the process. 

 

The initiative presents a very serious question about 

the separation of powers doctrine between the 

administrative and legislative branches of our 

government. Our system is set up to have checks and 

Ballot Measure #4  Statement in Opposition 

Yup’ik (Yukon Dialect) 

 

Bristol Bay Forever alerquutngurcuumalriim 

alerquuciurtet ilagautellerkaat piurciiqaa  Alaska-m 

quyilriim elluatuulriim-llu piyunarqucimek  

cikiqenglallran piciryarainun; cucuklillerkan "NO"-

amek inglulirluku alerquutngurcuumalria 

pinricunailnguuguq ciutmuruquraasqelluku 

taqumalria piciryaraq assirluku. 

Alerquutngurcuumalria taqumauq arulairtesqelluku 

Pebble mine-aq Southwest Alaska-mi; 

arulaircessngaitaa, taugaam pinaciarceciiqaa 

piyunarqucimek cikillerkaa tauna caliaq allat-llu 

tamatum nuniinelnguut tayima nalaqeksailkait. 

Asruranaunai atuuciquq arulaircetnaluku pilrianun 

assilriakun calilerkaat Alaska-mi amllerni allani 

caliarkani, caliaq cukaunani egmirturallrani allanun  

nunanun. Alaska-m yuin tuknilriamek 

umyuartequtekaat Pebble-ami caliarkaq, taugaam 

cucukliutekellran caliamun picirkangutekat 

taqngaitai.   "No"-arluni cucuklillrem caliarkamun 

picirkiurat tegumiaqevkarciqai elisngalrianun 

quyigluteng ciumurutestekainun, taugken "Yes"-

arluni pilriim  nauciiqaa assinrilnguq 

piciryaraarkiuryaraq. 

 

Ataniurteput (government) calilartuq ilakaqtaarluteng 

calianek; una alerquutngurcuumalria piureskan 

alerquuciurtet piunarqucingqerciqut ciuniurluku   

qang’a-llu ciuniurpek'naku piyunarqucimek 

piteklilria.  

Naspetellma, calillgutkellruamki Office of Project 

Management and Permitting (OPMP) wani 

Department of Natural Resources, nallunairaa ukut 

calilriit caliviit-llu ikayuutellriit kemyugnarqellrat 

caliateng-llu nalluvkenaku.  Caliateng picirkiurat-llu 

maligeskengateng umyugailkartevkenateng pilarait. 

OPMP-m caliaqlarai piyunarqucirkam caliaqellra 

state-am iluani angelrianun mine-anun.  Maligtarkat 

taukut caliviit taqellrat, caliaqellra-llu, ilakaat 

cellarpamteni ciuliqagtet piyunarqucimek 

cikiqenglallrata assirluni caliaruarkamun.  Allat 

caliviit ilausngalriit caliaqellranun piyunarqucimek 

cikiqengllerkam ukunek ilangqertut: Departments of 

Natural Resources, Environmental Conservation, Fish 



balances between the branches of government. This 

initiative attempts to give the legislative branch an 

unequal level of authority in decisions regarding 

resource development. YOUR “NO VOTE” IS 

URGED! To deny/restrict/overview/question by the 

legislature is not responsible, and is very bad policy - 

do you consider that the legislature is more qualified 

to make important resource development decisions 

than the highly trained and professional 

administrators and regulators? 

 

Please vote no on Ballot Measure 4. 

 

Richard A. Hughes, Managing Partner, H2T Mine 

Engineering Services 

 

& Game, Labor and Workforce Development, 

Transportaion, Commerce, allat-llu; ayuqenrilnguut 

anguyagtem calivii, ilaklukek EPA, Corps of 

Engineers ikayuulllartut caliaqellratnun. 

 

Alerquutngurcuumalria taituq apyutmek 

allakaqtaarluteng caliviit picirkiutait pitekluki.  

Alerquutngurcuumalriim pingnaqutekaa 

alerquuciurtet caliviat piunarqucimek cikirnaluku 

picirkanek taqutellerkamun caliarkat pitekluki. 

CUCUKLILLERKAN "NO"-AMEK 

EGUAQUUSSNGAUQ!   

 

Alerquuciurtet apyun ciuniunritlerkaat qang’a-llu 

cuqlillerkaat pisqumanrituq, assirpek'nani-llu 

piciyaraullerkaa- umyuartequten-qaa alerquuciurtet 

piyunarqenruyukluki arcaqalrianek caliarkamun 

picirkirillerkait elisngalriani atanerruani 

picirkiritulini-llu pinruluteng? 

 

Cucukliqici no-mek Ballot Measure 4-ami. 

 

Richard A. Hughes, Managing Partner, H2T Mine 

Engineering Services 

 

 
 


