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Hand-Count Verification of Election Results Proves Alaska’s Ballot Tabulation  
System Is Accurate 
 
(November 18, 2010, Juneau, Alaska) – In addition to completing the laborious task of 
separating and tallying more than 100,000 individual write-in votes, the Division of Elections 
has also completed the statutorily required hand-count verification of Alaska’s election results. 
 
As part of the post-election certification process, Alaska law requires the division to hand-count 
five percent of the ballots cast in each district to verify the accuracy of the election results.  The 
State Ballot Counting Review Board randomly selects one precinct in each of the 40 house 
districts for the hand-count verification.  The precincts included in the random selection are 
those where the number of ballots cast equals at least five percent of the total ballots cast in 
the district on Election Day. 
 
While performing the verification, teams hand-count the votes for each candidate in each 
contested race as well as one randomly selected ballot measure and judicial retention 
candidate.  The results of the hand-count are compared to those reported by the precinct 
election boards to verify accuracy.  If a discrepancy of more than one percent is found, the 
division must hand-count the ballots in the entire house district. 
 
“The division has performed this verification since 2005 when the requirement was added to 
election laws and once again the verification following the 2010 general election proves that 
our ballot tabulation system is accurate,” says Gail Fenumiai, director.  Alaskans can feel 
confident that their votes were accurately counted and reported by the Division of Elections. 
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