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JUDICIAL RETENTION CANDIDATE 
EXCERPTS FROM ELECTION LAW -- TITLE 15  

 
 
 Chapter 35.  State Elections 
 Article 3. Judiciary 
 
Section 
030. Approval or rejection of supreme court justice 
040. Filing declaration by supreme court justice 
041. Requirement of filing fee for supreme court candidate 
050. Placing name of supreme court justice on ballot 
053. Approval or rejection of a judge of the court of appeals 
055. Filing declaration by judge of the court of appeals 
057. Requirement of filing fee for court of appeals 
059. Placing name of judge of the court of appeals on ballot 
060. Approval or rejection of superior court judge 
070. Filing declaration by superior court judge 
071. Requirement of filing fee for superior court candidate 
080. Determination of judicial district in which to seek approval 
090. Placing name of superior court judge on ballot 
100. Approval or rejection of district judge 
110. Filing declaration by district judge 
120. Requirement of filing fee for district court candidate 
130. Placing name of district judge on ballot 
 
 
Sec. 15.35.030. Approval or rejection of supreme court justice. Each supreme court justice shall be 
subject to approval or rejection at the first general election held more than three years after the justice's 
appointment.  If approved, the justice shall thereafter be subject to approval or rejection in a like manner 
every tenth year. 
 
Sec. 15.35.040. Filing declaration by supreme court justice. Each justice seeking retention in office shall 
file with the director a declaration of candidacy for retention no later than August 1 before the general 
election at which approval or rejection is requisite. 
 
Sec. 15.35.041. Requirement of filing fee for supreme court candidate. At the time the declaration is filed, 
each candidate for retention shall pay a filing fee to the director.  The filing fee for a candidate for 
retention on the supreme court is $100. 
 
Sec. 15.35.050. Placing name of supreme court justice on ballot. The director shall place the name of a 
supreme court justice who has properly filed a declaration of candidacy for retention on the ballot in each 
judicial district of the state for the general election at which approval is sought. 
 
Sec. 15.35.053. Approval or rejection of a judge of the court of appeals. Each judge of the court of 
appeals shall be subject to approval or rejection at the first general election held more than three years 
after the judge's appointment.  If approved, the judge is thereafter subject to approval or rejection in a like 
manner every eighth year. 
 
Sec. 15.35.055. Filing declaration by judge of the court of appeals. Each judge of the court of appeals 
seeking retention in office shall file with the director a declaration of candidacy for retention no later than 
August 1 before the general election at which approval or rejection is requisite. 
 
Sec. 15.35.057. Requirement of filing fee for court of appeals. At the time the declaration is filed, each 
candidate for retention shall pay a filing fee to the director.  The filing fee for a candidate for retention on 
the court of appeals is $100. 
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Sec. 15.35.059. Placing name of judge of the court of appeals on ballot. The director shall place the 
name of a judge of the court of appeals who has properly filed a declaration of candidacy for retention on 
the ballot in each judicial district of the state for the general election at which approval is sought. 
 
Sec. 15.35.060. Approval or rejection of superior court judge. Each superior court judge shall be subject 
to approval or rejection at the first general election held more than three years after the judge's 
appointment.  If approved, the judge shall thereafter be subject to approval or rejection in a like manner 
every sixth year. 
 
Sec. 15.35.070. Filing declaration by superior court judge. Each judge seeking retention in office shall file 
with the director a declaration of candidacy for retention no later than August 1 before the general 
election at which approval or rejection is requisite. 
 
Sec. 15.35.071. Requirement of filing fee for superior court candidate. At the time the declaration is filed, 
each candidate for retention shall pay a filing fee to the director.  The filing fee for a candidate for 
retention on the superior court is $30. 
 
Sec. 15.35.080. Determination of judicial district in which to seek approval. The judge shall seek approval 
in the judicial district to which the judge was originally appointed, except in case of assignments and 
transfers with the judge's consent, in which case the judge shall seek approval in the district where the 
judge has served the major portion of the judge's term.  The judge shall designate on the declaration of 
candidacy the judicial district to which the judge was appointed, except in case of assignments and 
transfers in which case the judge shall designate the district where the judge has served the major 
portion of the judge's term. 
 
Sec. 15.35.090. Placing name of superior court judge on ballot. The director shall place the name of a 
superior court judge who has properly filed a declaration of candidacy for retention on the ballot in the 
judicial district designated in the declaration of candidacy for the general election at which approval is 
sought. 
 
Sec. 15.35.100. Approval or rejection of district judge.  (a) Each district judge shall be subject to approval 
or rejection at the first general election held more than two years after the judge's appointment under the 
provisions of AS 22.15.170.  If approved, the judge shall thereafter be subject to approval or rejection in a 
like manner every fourth year. 
 
    (b) The district judge shall seek approval in the judicial district in which the judge was originally 
appointed, or in the district where the judge has served the major portion of the judge's term.  The district 
judge shall designate on the declaration of candidacy the judicial district in which the judge was 
appointed, or the district where the judge has served the major portion of the judge's term. 
 
Sec. 15.35.110. Filing declaration by district judge. Each district judge seeking retention in office shall file 
with the director a declaration of candidacy for retention no later than August 1 before the general 
election at which approval or rejection is requisite. 
 
Sec. 15.35.120. Requirement of filing fee for district court candidate. At the time the declaration is filed, 
each candidate for retention on the district court shall pay a filing fee of $30 to the director. 
 
Sec. 15.35.130. Placing name of district judge on ballot. The director shall place the name of a district 
judge who has properly filed a declaration of candidacy for retention on the ballot in the judicial district 
designated in the declaration of candidacy for the general election at which approval is sought. 
 
Sec. 15.35.135. Withdrawal of candidacy; removal of name from general election ballot. (a) Notice of 
withdrawal of candidacy for retention for a supreme court justice, judge of the court of appeals, superior 
court judge, or district court judge must be in writing over the signature of the candidate. 
 
 (b) The name of a candidate for retention for supreme court justice, judge of the court of appeals, 
superior court judge, or district court judge must appear on the general election ballot unless notice under 
(a) of this section of withdrawal of candidacy is received by the director at least 64 days before the date 
of the general election. 
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